The Revolution
So, while poor mangled Dates lay dismally in jail, James
proceeded to Catholicize England and destroy the pestilent
heresy of the nation, a faith he was pledged to defend. All
this he did much after the manner, and certainly with the
human instruments that Gates had guessed, or invented, or
foretold from information received, and the English people
became slowly aware that, unless they struck a blow for
freedom, their liberties would be destroyed and, like their
neighbours across the water, they would be goyerned by an
absolute monarch, acting under the direction of Jesuit priests.
This is not the place to write a history of the fall of
James II., but it is a moment at which one can bring this
essay to a happy ending, a form of Penvoi in which I am a firm
believer. For to my mind that great literary artist, the
author of Job, settled, once and for all, the format of a narra-
tive of human trouble and distress, which should always finish
on the top note of human happiness. And though we know
that pieces of money and earrings of gold, and sheep and
camels, and oxen, and she asses, and even daughters and
sons, do not assure continued peace and happiness, and even
if we surmise that Jemima and Kezia, and certainly Keren-
happuch, tried Job's patience in after life, as other daughters
have done, yet it is good to be told of Job's good fortune at
the end of his undeserved misfortunes.
So with story-books of history. It is good to let the
curtain fall on the defeat and mortification of the forces of
evil, and the triumph of right. We need not dwell on the
unhappy circumstances of the birth of the Prince of Wales,
nor the trial of the Seven Bishops, and the other political
events that immediately preceded the fall of James's house
of cards. He had dismissed his loyal statesmen, and Edward
Petre was in sole command, when, at length, to the relief of
the country, the Protestant wind wafted William of Orange
. to the West Country, and he landed in Devonshire. The
simple folk of the adjoining counties flocked to meet him,
and once more armed themselves to fight for the cause,
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